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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


This month we present a page of transit plans as expressed by 
the Railroad Commission and the press for the major cities of the 
Pacific Coast. One caution however: for the most part these are only 
PLANS. As the gentleman from Missouri once said: “You’ve got to 
show me”. Be a bit reserved about celebrating the return to the rails. 


P We have pulled some prize jobs of reporting—see “T:me Marches 
On”, but the all-time championship goes to Jim Carpenter’s letter in 
the current Railroad Magazine. 


This month’s issue is a bit late due to many factors, primar'ly 
the final examinations and graduations of your editor and several 
members of the reporting and mailing staff. We may be a bit late 
during the summer months due to vacations, trips, etc., but when the 
issues come out they will be good issues. 


Keep sending in the news for that is our main job, but don’t for- 
get to mention us to your railfan friends. We need more subscribers, 
and our rates certainly are low enough to fit into any fan’s budget. 


We have the illustrations for an issue on the Amador Central 
supplied by the Sacramento Bee; and we have some fine articles com- 
ing up on the M&ET, Arcata & Mad River and other short lines. 


Offer: For every new subscriber you send in during July we will 
send a roster sheet of either the Western Pacific, Sierra or Key Sys- 
tem to both the solicitor and the new subscriber. 
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Redwood Rails— 





Arcata & Mad River to Open 
As Standard Gauge; Will Use 
Northern Redwood 2-8-2 Tank 


By JOHN P. CARRICK 


Headlining the news from up 
Humboldt way is the reopening 
of the Northern Redwood Lum- 
ber company’s mill at Korbel, 
which is good news for California 
railfans as this company does not 
believe in trucks. This mill was 
and is the lifeblood of the Ar- 
cata & Mad River railroad, be- 
sides operating four standard 
gauge heislers and a big 2-8-2 
tank locomotive on their own 
hook. As the town of Korbel 
stretches its arms and gives forth 
a few yawns as it awakens from 
its deep slumber it mumbles 
sleepily, “Yes, the Arcata & Mad 
River railroad will run again!” 
But upon further inquiry it tells 
us that the new “Ann = and 
Mary” will be standard gauge. The 
little narrow gauge equipment 
will never run again. In fact the 
third rail between Korbel and 
Korblex has already been torn 
up, with the exception of parts 
around Korbel which are being 
used by narrow gauge cranes and 
motor cars dismantling the old 
Riverside mill. Locomotive No. 4, 
2-4-0, who’s boiler has been con- 
demned these many years, has 
already been scrapped by Bree- 
den of Eureka. No. 5, 2-4-0, and 


No. 6, 2-4-2, are for sale as ser- 
vicable boilers. The steel from 
the third rail will be used to ex- 
tend the line from Korbel out 
into the woods. = 
Hammond Redwood company 
has returned Northern Redwood 
Lumber company No. 7, 2-8-2T, 
which they have leased for some 
years. The engine was given a 
complete overhaul at their Samoa 
shops before delivery. It was their 
No. 14 and was used mostly on 
the main line between Samoa 
and Crannell. However she can- 
not be run into Korbel until the 
NWP track between Arcata and 
Korblex, and the A&MR track 
have been reconditioned so it 
can stand the weight of this 
none-too-light engine. All ties 
are being replaced and _ trestles 
are being strengthened on this 
line. The Arcata & Mad River 
railroad will operate again as a 


common carrier between Korbel 
and Korblex, 742 miles, but will 
have no motive power of its own 
for the time being at least. NRL 
No. 7 will handle the work and 
the company is considering the 
purchase of another rod engine 
to help out. No. 7 will not be let- 
tered A&MR. The Northern Red 
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wood mill is expected to be op- 
erating before the end of the 
year. Main problem is finding 
skilled mechanics to put the mill 
in running order. 


Warren Creek 
Climax Scrapped 


California lost one of its few 
tlimaxes last month when War- 
ren Creek railroad No. 1, a two- 
truck standard gauge climax, was 
scrapped by Breeden. The engine 
was scrapped following the death 
of its owner, Isaac Minor, pioneer 
lumber and land operator in the 
Mad River district. The engine 
had not been used for many 
years and was stored in a shed 
near Glendale where she had 
hauled stone and fill for the con- 
struction of the Eureka jetties. 
The climax was built about 1899 
and carried the builder’s num- 
ber 966. 


H&LRRCo. | Sold 
To Pacific Lumber 


Hammond & Little River Red- 
wood Co. No. 1, a small two- 
truck shay, has been sold to The 
Pacific Lumber company at Sco- 
tia. The engine is a duplicate of 
TPL’s No. 36, the old Metropoli- 
tan Lumber company shay, and 
was bought for parts. The Ham- 


mond engine was sold to the 
Hammond Redwood company 
when they took over all the 


Hammond & Little River Red- 
wood holdings, but as it was 
never used it was never re-let- 


tered and still carries H&LRRCo. 
on its tank. It was stored out at 
the old Carson roundhouse, near 
Samoa, with No. 3, 2-4-2T, which 
has been scrapped for some time. 
Hammond No. 6, the 2-4-2 tank 
engine with a tender used as a 
switcher at Samoa, has also been 
scrapped. 


Pacific Logging 


Van Duzen 

The. Pacific Lumber company 
has opened up new operations at 
Yager creek on the Van Duzen 
river. No. 37 is handling the 
woods operations. Logging trains 
are again rolling over the well- 
worn rails through Carlotta 
where last year Holmes-Eureka 
Lumber company and Hammond 
Redwood company were running 
joint operations. 

Pacific has closed down all 
operations at Freshwater and all 
rails have been torn up out to 
the junction with the NWP. Mon- 
ument logging is still going on 
and the new Jordon creek opera- 
tions are in full swing. 


California Barrel 
Shay Scrapped 


The shay used by the Califor- 
nia Barrel company at their old 
mill on the Northern Redwood 
line has been’ scrapped some 
time this year, presumably by 
Breeden. It was a small, two- 
truck shay, with an enormous 


» Please turn to page six 
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Transit War Pla is: 


EAST BAY— 

> The State 
Railroad Com- 
mission has pro- 
posed a belt line 
around Oakland 
using the old IER 7th Street and 
9th Street lines with a five mile 
extension to Richmond. The Key 
System suggested a plan for us- 
ing San Pablo car tracks then 
9th Street line and Richmond 
Extension. Some old (1890) New 
York Elevated cars are proposed 
as equipment. Service to the 
Richmond yards from San Fran- 
cisco would be by ferry and the 
maritime commission has already 
o.k.ed plans for the operation of 
four boats to Richmond and 
Sausalito yards. Only yard em- 
ployees would be carried. 
SEATTLE— 

The city of Seattle has proposed 
that cars used on the city’s line 
at Skagit power site be used to 
transport aircraft to the Boeing 
plant. The Skagit area has been 
closed to the public thus freeing 
the cars for war work. The line 
would be steam operated using an 
engine from the Skagit operations. 

The British Columbia Electric 
has asked for twenty PCC’s for 
service in Vancouver, BC. 
PORTLAND 

The Portland Electric Power 
Company now has 15 cars in ser- 
vice and will have 21 cars back 
in to service in a few months. 
Many of the old cars are being re- 
painted. The Gresham line may 
be extended six miles to Boring 
with the possibility that passen- 
ger service may be restored to 











Estacata (39 miles from Portland) 
—Oregonian 
SAN FRANCISCO— 

The only developments in the 
City are the negotiations now go- 
ing on to consolidate the Market 
Street Railway and the California 
Street Cable with the Municipal 
lines. 

LOS ANGELES— 

The Railroad 
Commission has 
proposed that the 
Pacific Electric ex- 
tend its lines to 
war plants in Santa 
Monica, Burbank, Santa Ana, 
Long Beach and Redondo Beach 
using the former IER and NWP 
cars from the Bay area as well 
as a proposed 125 new cars. The 
NWP cars are already on the 
properties while the IER cars 
are still in the Bay area. (Most 
of them stored on a SP branch 
near Hayward). 

The Commission also proposes 
that the Los Angeles Railway ex- 
tend its service to a plant at 
Hawthorne. 

The Los Angeles Railway has 
asked permission to purchase 
thirty additional PCC street cars 
for use on the P, J and 3 lines 
where 95 PCC’s are already in 
service. 

SAN DIEGO 

The San Diego Electric is re- 
storing the track on B street be- 
tween Kettner Blvd. and 2nd 
street and the track on Kettner 
is to be used as far as Witherby 
street where a terminal will serve 
the Consolidated Aircraft’s parts 
plant in Old Town.—Wheel Clicks 
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NCNG Equipment 
May Go To Alaska 


Negotiations are underway for 
the sale of the engines and rolling 
steck of the Nevada County Nar- 
cow Gauge to the White Pass and 
Yukon Railroad in Alaska. The 
@assenger equipment of the Pac- 
ific Coast Railway was sold to 
the Alaska road a few years ago. 
—Rench 

— &— 


SP Asks Tres 


Pinos Abandonment 

The Southern Pacific June 9 
asked for permission to abandon 
five miles of the 68-year old 
Tres Pinos branch between Tres 
Pinos and Hollister in San Ben- 
ito county. 





Redwood Rails— 


+ Continued from page four 


balloon stack. It was originally 
owned by the Golden State Ce- 
ment company at Oro Grande in 
Southern California. All rails and 
metal around the mill have been 
‘taken for scrap. 


Hammond Redwood 
Buys New Engine 


Hammond Redwood company 
has placed in service a good- 
looking 2-8-2 type locomotive re- 
cently purchased from the Ma- 
son County Logging company of 
Washington (No. 12). The engine, 
Suilt by Baldwin in 1916 (43563) 
has been numbered 15, and was 
bought to replace No. 14 which 
has been returned to Northern 
Redwood. 


M&ET Buys 


Algoma Engine 

The Modesto & Empire Trac- 
tion has purchased the number 1 
of the Algoma Lumber Company 
of Algoma, Oregon. The engine, 
a 2-4-4T built by Baldwin in 
1910, will become number 8 of 
the M&ET. The engine has been 
stored for several years at the Al- 
goma mill on the stores of Klam- 
ath Lake and once saw service 
on the Swift & Company line in 
South San Francisco—South San 
Francisco Belt.—Rose, Gibson, 
Richter. 

a A 


V&T Expects 


War Passengers 

The Virginia & Truckee is 
preparing for increased passen- 
ger traffic during the war by 
purchasing two coaches from the 
Nevada Northern and repainting 
the motor car, number 22. All 
engines, including number 20 (2- 
6-0), are in servicable condition. 
—Rench 

peel ere 


Santa Maria Valley 
Gets Another Mike: 


The Santa Maria Valley has 
purchased the Pope-Talbot Lum- 
ber Company number 100, a Bald- 
win-built logging mike (2-8-2) 
built around 1925. The Mason 
County Logging Company No. 4, 
recently purchased by the Santa 
Maria Valley is also of the same 
type.—Richter 

— lo 

Buy Defense Bonds and Stamps 
and help get railfans bac into 
roundhouses. 
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This Western Railroad World 


5.F. Seek To Buy 
‘Market Street: 


The city officials 
wjand officers of the 
y¥ Market Street Rail- 

-/ way have been work- 
ing on a proposal for 
the lease-purchase of 

the street railway properties by 
the City of San Francisco. Under 
the proposal the capital value of 
the properties would be _ set 
around eight million with install- 
ments over a seven year period 
amounting to 11 million. Approval 
of the Board of Supervisors, 
company stockholders and_ the 
State Railroad Commission will 
be required to complete the ne- 
gotiations. 

The War Produc- 
tion Board has turn- 
ed down a_ request 
by the Municipal 
Railway for mater- 
ials to convert the E 

street car line to trolly bus 
operation. 


Time Marches On 


Due to an inevitable mixup of 
notes, the last issue of The West- 
ern Railroader listed the WP as 
receiving an engine from. the 
CNO&TP to be in the 124 class. 
As mistakes will happen, this 
item was picked up with other 
news stories. The engine spoken 
of was sold to the Boca & Loyal- 
ton as their 5 and later taken 
over by the WP as 124, some 25 
or 30 years ago! 








Ends Day Train: 


The Northwestern 
ax Pacific discontinued 
2eeS\2 the day train be- 
axl tween Eureka and 

San Francisco May 
10th. Engine 108 went north on 
number 2 while engine 114 went 
south on number 1. The umbrella 
shed at Sausalito is gone while 
the yards at Pine have been taken 
over by the shipyard. The sig- 
nals on the interurban section 
are being installed on the main 
line north of San Rafael. 

— 


Portland Interurban 


Gets Eastern Cars: 


The Portland Electric Power 
has purchased Fonda, Johnstown 
and Gloversville numbers 176 
and 177, fairly recent suburban 
cars. It is expected that they will 
become numbers 4006 and 4007. 
Some of the old wooden cars are 
being kept for service instead of 
being scrapped. They have been 
repainted with the new color 
combination——Don Roberts 

—— oo 


Bay Ferries Serve 
Portland Shipyards: 


The Maritime Commission has 
approved plans to use the former 
San Francisco Bay ferries “City 
of Sacramento” (?) and “Sierra 
Nevada” between Portland, Ore- 
gon, and the shipyards on Swan 
Island and St. John. The SP&S 
will also operate train service 
between Portland and Vancouver 
for workers.—Oregonian 
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This Western Railroad World 


Odds and Ends: 
WESTERN The Western Pa- 


cific has sent out 
PAci#IC 


inquiries for six 
4-8-4’s or six 2-8- 
2’s. No actual ord- 
ers have been made 
as yet. 

The Amanor Railroad has been 
taken over by the Grande Rone 
Pine Company. 

The Bakersfield & Kern work 
car (No. 2) was sold to Frank 
Dupuy Jr., and Barton K. Davis 
of Railroad Boosters. 

Historic mumber 38 of the 
California Western was scrapped 
during May after its boiler gave 
out. This old 4-6-0 was formerly 
SP 2002.—Silverthorn 

The gas cars of the California 
Western have been painted yel- 
low with black trim. Numbers 
100 and 200 (the ex-Trona) are 
in daily service. M-80 is still 
grey and out of service. 

The shay of the Glen Blair 
Redwood Company stored at 
Glen Blair on the Cal.-Western 
was scrapped recently along with 
the old combination car. The car 
was lettered Noyo River Railroad. 

Two of the NWP 
cars are being 
painted PE colors 
and equipped with 
trollies for testing. 
The NWP 300 class 

cars will be numbered 4500-4511, 
while the steel trailers of the 250 
class will be numbers 4600-4606. 
Some of the 1490 class express 
motors have been rebuilt back 
into 800 class cars for’ use on the 
Torrence Shop train. 


Abandonments: 


The Southern Pacific has ap- 
plied for permission to abandon 
1.6 miles of its San Bruno branch 
in San Francisco. 


The ICC has 
approved the ] 
applicat‘on of the 
Nevada County 
Narrow Gauge | 
Railroad tof 
abandon its 22) 
miles of line be- 

tween Nevada City, Grass Valley | 
and Colfax. Final step in aband- | 
onment proceedings will be an o. | 
k. from the State Railroad Com- 
mission. ; 

The Nevada Copper Belt has | 
asked the ICC for permission to | 
abandon its line from Hudson | 
to Ludwig, 6 miles, and its line 
between Wabuska and Tompson, 
2.5 miles. 

The Visalia Electric has been | 
authorized to abandon that part 
of its line between El Mirador 
and Strathmore, 4.1 miles. 


— 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


The Northern Pacific has 
leased six 2-8-2 W-3’s to the 
Southern Pacific. They are num- 
bers 1708, 1776, 1783, 1784, 1799 
and 1812.—Farrow. 





The Market Street Railway 
needs both motormen and con- 
ductors. Applications should be 
made in Room 729 at 58 Sutter 


Street between 9:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m., daily. 


and 








